
























 

Marysville Marathon 2013 
March saw the Kav, Tom and Annie tackle the forests around Marysville.  Run as a new event incorporating 3 
rallies - the Escort Memorial Rally, the Marysville Stages and the Anglia Memorial Rally - the events could be 
entered individually, or teams could compete in all three to complete the ‘Marysville Marathon’. 
 

With Kav’s Nissan 200SX parked up due to 
two event cancellations in the Victorian Rally 
Championship, the decision was made to 
shake the car down in the Escort Memorial, 
with Kav behind the wheel and Tom 
navigating.   
 
Setting ludicrously fast times effortlessly 
from the start, they finished the 200SX’s first 
ever stage third fastest.  Stage 2 was a 
super-fast 5km blast over some blind crests 
and the 200SX finished equal first.  The 
third stage for the event was also the 
longest at 58km and the turbo heat was 
offset by switching on the Aircon on during 
the downhill sections.  In luxurious comfort 

Kav and Tom moved into the event lead with one stage to go. The car began running hot on the way to Stage 
4 and with 8kms to go to the end of SS4, and the event, a broken radiator fitting resulted in the Nissan losing 
all of its coolant.  Unable to repair the damage, the crew limped through to the finish but lost enough time to 
go from hero to zero. 
 
As the sun set, Tom swapped across to the 
driver’s seat in his Datsun Stanza, and with 
Annie navigating, took on The Marysville 
Stages, a 120 km night rally and Round 1 of 
the Victorian Club Rally Series.  The first 
stage was the event’s longest at 51 kms.  
Electrical problems had the Stanza parked 
on the side of the road half-way in until 
some re-wiring could get them going again.  
This delay dropped them to 15

th
 in the 

Novice section.  Stage 2 had them make up 
three places into 12

th
 and with confidence 

growing they attacked the third stage, only 
to have Tom’s mechanical engineering effort 
on the rear brake caliper mounts fail and 
have it come adrift.  Makeshift repairs 
enabled them to continue, but without rear 
brakes or a handbrake they struggled and finished 12

th
 Novice crew and 29

th
 overall for the night.  A 

miscommunication with their service crew meant they had come out to recover them.  Oops! 
 
“We won the the first Novice event this year, the Gil Davis, and assumed we would just collect trophy after 
trophy, but the mechanical gods thought otherwise.  We’ve changed how the rear calipers sit so we don’t 
expect a repeat of these issues.” said Tom, whose next event would be Round 2 of the VCRS based out of 
Willow Grove, near Moe on April 20. 
 
Tom, Annie and Kav would like to thank Fratelli Motors in Box Hill for their support this season, John Doutch 
for his amazing photography skills and the amazing service crew consisting of Simmo, Proc, Mark and Steph 
for their help on the oval. 









How To: 

Complete HID Light pod for less than $400 

1: Purchase Light Pod, mine came from ScoƩ Allen  

and is to suit the Excel 

2: Purchase HID lights of Ebay (eBay is my friend) 

3: Disassemble the lights, you will noƟce that the 

ballast are mounted inside the housing , remove 

them 

4: With a 1mm cuƫng disc on the grinder cut of the 

front of the main housing, about 10mm. This is gives 

you the ring to hold the light in. 

5: Cut the back secƟon of that housed the 

ballasts, put aside for later 

6: Cut of the “ears” on the front retaining ring 



7: To fit them on my pod I had to grind a flat 

as pictured, the middle lights had a flat on 

both sides, the out side lights had a flat on 

one side, the side that goes towards the mid‐

dle 

8: Cut holes in pod, mine are 127mm in diam‐

eter. I bought a hole saw from bunnings. 

9: The tricky bit. I drilled three holes evenly spaced 

around the ring then separated the two parts.  

Lined the rings on the pod and drilled corresponding 

holes and fiƩed 6mm nutcerts.  

 

10:  Using m6 x 50mm set screws, nylocs and 

normal nuts I assembled the rings as pictured. 

11: Assemble light using previously cut of ring 

to hold light in place. 

12:  Using one of the ballast housing cut of earlier I 

piggy backed two ballast together and using original 

screws mounted into that housing.  This was then 

mounted into the light pod between two openings. 

 

13: Everything is reassembled and checked aŌer the pod was painted, mounted and tested. Probably about twenty hours to 

do, lots of thinking & measuring etc. The end result is that it looks good, we shall see how it goes in the Cooper on May 

25th.  

Total cost:   Light pod $150,  

    4 x 55waƩ HID lights $225 

    Paint and screws $20 
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